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FotoFocus Biennial 2014: ‘Photography as Dialogue

A conversation with Kevin Moore, curator and artistic director

Fl-i‘-xus is a béenmial lens-based art festival  photography curator, writer and teacher based in
8

debrating photography as “the medium
of our time.” This vear's festival features special
exhibations and five dins of bectures, pand
discussions, screenings and performances in and
around Memorial Hall and Washington Park, in
Over-the-Rhine, Oct 8-12.
The festival ks supported by a month-loag re-

whonal showcase inchuding museums, universities,

art schoals and gallery exhibitions, more than
50 local venues in Cincinnati, Daton, Northern
Rentucky and in other Southwest Ohio communi-
thes. (See Arts & Culture Calenxlar, page 17) This
vast display is meant (o spollight our region’s
importance in the Beld and ignite a dialogue
between contemporary photo-based art and the
history of photography. In fact, this vear's theme
is “Photography in Dialogue.”

Express contributor Maria Seda-Reeder spoke
with FotoFocus curator and artistic director,
Kevin Moare 10 get 2 better idea of what people
can expect from this vear's FotoFocus events.
Moore brings vast experience as an independent

New York.

Q: Howr did you beconre involved with
Folofocus?

Az In 2000, 1 curated the “Sarburst”
exhibition (color photography in America,
1970-1980) 2t the Cincinnati Art Museum that
(FotoFocus founder) Tom Schiff funded and
Tmet him and Mary Hien Goeke (Folofocus
executive director) around that time.

Q: You're Ixxsedd fir New York Cily, bow dif-
Siewdt was # organizing sich a large-scale event
JSrom afar?

A s detimitedy Kept me busy! 1'was there
(in Cincinnati) just last week. I'm coming back
tvpbcally for 2 week at 2 time; 1've made foar
or five trips already this vear and 1 also atach
that 1o my independent work here in Loadon,
New York and Los Angeles. So they (FotoFocus
stafl) come to participate in those events too
IS nod as hard 2 you might imagine. IU's 2 new
Kind of institution. We're a nonprofit that cre-
aes exhibations, and (compared 1o traditional

staffs of 1504 at prany area art insitutions) we're

light on our feet

Q: Wit does the curatorial Ibeme of
“Photograpdy as Dialogice™ mevn for (bis year's
Bilennial?

Az Photography is inleresting because it's so
accessible and has 1o do with our understanding
of reality; #t's so closely connected to life. But (in
terms of art history) during the 20th century,
photography was locked in a marrow box. Usuadly
#was black and white photographn with social
conlent and good composition

Hwas often used in refation (o painting and
film: but | always felt like it was inderesting to look
2t 2s 2 broader subject. Flm. painting and sculp-
ture have always been interested in contemporary
art’s relationship to the history of photography
Amone looking in galleries or museums sees that
contemporary photography looks different from
historic photography. (Contemporary photogra-
phy) is big, colorful; sometimes moves, sometimes
s sculptural, Fm interested in how you look af the
history of photography as oae continuous thing

g
+  AKevin Moore, artistic director
+ and curatoe of FotoFocus

“ssssssssssnsssnsene

The contemporary is promiscuous. It
mives with so many things.
Q: Wil move [an 50 vemie sies,
Dot imporfant was i for you and olber
ongxrizers o find places thal wonkd reach
a diverse andience?
Continued »
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THE FOTOFOCUS BIENNIAL 2014
OCTOBER 8-NOVEMBER 1. 2014
CINCINNATI OH

PHOTOGRAPHY IN DIALOGUE

Opening Week Programming
October 8-12, 2014
Memorial Hall

This Cetcber-icng calobration of photography and lens-based art
encompasses S0+ reQional MUSOUMS. art CONLers, LNIVErsitios. and
gallenas. The cpening woek programming includes keynote speaker
Joft L. Rosonheim, Hoad of the Dopartmant of Photographs at The
Maotropoltan Museum of Art: spocial guost American Bimmakor,
colloctor, visual artist. John Waters; along with many othor guests
eougnt 1o Cncinnati by FotoFocus and Curator Kevin Moore.

Passport: Your Ticket to FotoFocus

For access 10 exhibition openings, special performances,
and exclusve parties, purchase your Passport Ticket at

¥

#FOTOFOCUSR014
WWW.FOTOFOCUSBIENNIAL.ORG
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FotoFocus (Continued from page 6)

A: We decided carly om that it would be in
Washington Park. It's changed a lotin just the
10 vears I've been coming to Cincinnali. In
trving to place muscum shows, we realized we
wanted to do more than just those. One day we
were standing around Washinglon Park and
wondering bout the empty buildings along the
way. We wanted pop-up gillery shows and we
found three torefronts ready 10 be renovated
or rented out monthiy and we turned them into
white cubes, even frosting out the windons
Another one is Lighthorne Studios. It will host
the “Screenings” exhibstion

And there will be Arthiub, a pavilion built
by Jose Garcea, and that will be the hub of
activities (in Washington Park). There well
have “Fotogram.” where well stream live

opscreen what our army of Instagrammers
posts. “FotoGram™ is a sell-curating exhibstion
~asymbotic place where all these activities
comverge in the live feed. Anvone can join, they
just have to hashtag #FotoFocus 2014, I's im-
portant to understand it's all very high/low. We
want (o stimulate people at the sophisticated end, but reach the
masses with some basics, and the range of shows reflects that
Some are intellectual, some compelling. But you also don't have
10 know anything about photography or art. There's something
for people 2t many different kevels. <

NIGHT & DAY

Masterworks of Photography
from Atget to Man Ray

October 3, 2014—-January 11, 2015

316 Pike Stroet
Downtown Cincinnoti
www.iaftmuseum org

MUSEUM OF ART

Kevin Moore's ‘don't miss’ FotoFocus picks:

Contemporary Arts Center, 44 E. Sixth St., downtown

“Taiyo Omorato. and Nico Krebs: The One-Eved Thief” A colkaborative
production by the two Swiss intra-disciplinary artists, which - according
10 Moore ~ “{llustrates evervthing about ‘Photography in Dialogue.™

FotoFocus pop-up gallery, 1500 Elm $t., Over-the-Rhine

David Benfamin Sherry: Western Romance.” Classic American kand-
scape photography with thoughtful curatortal juxtapositions from local
private collections.

FotoFocus pop-up gallery, 1400 Elm St., Over-the-Rhine

Vivian Maier: A Quiet Pursuit.” Full of stop action photography:
cnematic photos made by a passionate street photographer who kept
her lfe's work secret from all but 2 few

Lightborne Studios, 212 E. lith St., Over-the-Rhine
Screenings.” The video accompaniment Lo “Stlls,” “Screenings” con-
sists of 12 paired art films. There are no show tmes: just (wo separae
screening rooms with couches (o sit on, and a cash bar playing two-hour
loops of the films
Michael Lowe Gallery, 905 Vine $t., downtown
Wills” Bvisioned as a complement 10 “Screenings,” “Nills™ features
13 contemporary artists who deal with stop action photography
=» For more FoloFocus events, see the Express Arts Calendar, page 16 and
17, or visit fotolocushicnnial org




